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How did the idea of this story come about? 
In January 2008, I heard an NPR interview with Ann Wroe, the obituaries editor for the 
The Economist Magazine.  I was working on a construction site in NJ at the time so I 
would listen to NPR in the early morning on my way to work.  I knew nothing about 
obituaries and was fascinated by how she described her unconventional approach to 
writing one.  That night I wrote about 5 pages of dialogue and then stopped.  Four years 
later, while strolling down a street in London, I spotted a book in a shop window titled 
"The Dead Beat – the perverse pleasures of obituaries" by Marilyn Johnson.  I 
immediately bought it, thinking it would help me move forward with this script idea I 
had.  Fast forward another four years, to me packing up my bookshelf preparing to 
move from Amsterdam to Sofia.  At that moment, I decided that if I lug this book it to 
Bulgaria, then I’m going to read it.  Ms. Johnson described the amazing world and 
minds of obituary writers and through this, I was able to finally complete the play. 

What does feminism mean to you? 
For me, it wasn’t until I lived in Cote d’Ivoire, West Africa that I came to understand what 
feminism really means and its important role in economic development.  Even though I 
was an engineering student surrounded by male classmates and male teachers, it never 
dawned on me how uncommon or even forbidden this would be in other countries until I 
learned about the harsh realities surrounding education and economic opportunities for 
women and girls in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
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PLAY SUMMARY 

A desperate young man 
demands a well-known 
obituary writer to help stage 
his grand exit from his 
painful home life.   

NOT SO SERIOUS 

If you could write a new 
play knowing it would be 
produced with an unlimited 
budget, what is one thing 
you would make sure your 
show had? 

   Sign language translators 

If you had one supernatural 
ability, what would it be? 

   To be able to speak every 
language in the world 
fluently  

What is your favorite line 
from the script? 

   “Well, the Almighty Father 
runs my assignment desk, 
dear, not you.”
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